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This project examines the operation of short-teremmory in an
interrupted reading (Eye-Voice Span) task. Pardicis will reed
to read aloud a series of text passages whichoeitemoved
unexpectedly from view. Previous versions of thigezgiment
have revealed a large difference in recall dependpon the
length of the words in the sentences followingdbepoints.
The boundary conditions of word length effectshia interrupted
reading task will be explorday operationalising word length a:
continuous variable rather than a dichotc

Participants will be required to read aloud a seoietext
passages, which will disappear from their screémas a
predetermined point. They will need to continuadiag (to the
best of their abilities) as far beyond the “cutibas possible.
Output will be recorded as sound files for furthaalysis. The
effect of different word lengths will be examineslacontinuum,
rather than as the difference between “long” arbft words.

An absolute minimum of 20 participants will be need
Participants will ideally be first year psychologfydents from
the experimental pool, who have English as thest fanguage
and are good readers. Community volunteers cceilgskd if
necessary.

All data will have to be collected by the end ofrigster 1 2009.

Laboratory based study involving variations onitfterrupted
reading and word length task.

Some materials redevelopment using existing méasesigl be
required in the early stages of the project.

On-campus data collection in W4 labs in individse$sions of
less than an hour’s duration. Students will neeghtalyse output
(sound) files after the experiments, so unimpaisbn and
hearing are essential.

Quantitative analysis involving t-tests, ANOVA, acatrelation.
Follow up variations in analysesaybe required depending ug
initial outcomes.

Students will conduct all analyses (at undergraslieatel of
knowledge) themselves. Some data screening magdessary.

This project is suitable for on campus students. pos#le that it
could be carried out by an external student, stilbjediscussions
with supervisor beforehand.

This project will involve individual testing of piigipants in a
laboratory setting.

Supervision expectations would vary from weeklyaxinightly,
depending upon stage of project, usually in pefbahby phone
for externals).
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Expected research outcome Possible APS Conference Presentation 2009/2018jlies
Journd Article either jointly or multiple author

Ethics: X Ethical approval will be sought by supervisar;
O Ethics approved — number

Resources: X Project able to be funded within $150 departaddimit
O Project not able to be funded within $150 departalen
limit — additional funds will come from:
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